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Welcome to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian

We are grateful you’ve chosen to worship with us today! St. Andrew’s is a place where all kinds of people come 
together for a common journey – one of seeking, discovering, and sharing God’s love in Jesus Christ. No matter 
where you are on your spiritual journey we would be privileged to walk with you along the way. Whether you 
need a safe place to ask questions, find encouragement, learn about mission opportunities, or you need to find 
some solace in your busy week – we are here, and we look forward to meeting you.

St. Andrew’s is a community where you will be encouraged to know and follow Jesus more deeply. Our stated 
mission is encouraging each other daily to follow Jesus and love the world. We seek to represent Christ to the 
world in an authentic, non-judgmental way, so that others may know the depth of His grace and come to know 
Him as Savior and Lord. As a part of our witness, as a church centered near Rice University and the Medical 
Center, we are also a community that takes God and science seriously. We have numerous science and faith 
programs each year. Each of these programs is designed to help us as the church to engage our world in this 
important ongoing dialogue between science and faith. 

We also value community and the blessing of being part of a church family. We support each other. We lean on 
each other. We live life together here at St. Andrew’s: From worship, to weekly discipleship HomeGroups, to 
serving our community, to spending time together socially, St. Andrew’s is a church that seeks to engage the 
whole person in an exciting process of merging faith and everyday living.

If you’re looking for a church home, I realize it can take time to discern which church God is calling you to join and 
I encourage you to take that process seriously. If there’s any way I can be of help in that process, or in any other 
way, please don’t hesitate to email me. I would love to get together over a cup of coffee and talk about the kind 
of community St. Andrew’s has become for me and my family and answer any questions you may have.

I look forward to meeting you soon!
Jeff Smith, Pastor

Worship at St. Andrew’s
Gathering for corporate worship is an integral part of our faith journey and a meaningful expression of our love 
for God. Knowing that different worship styles resonate with people’s hearts in numerous ways, we purposely 
strive for a combined approach to worship. A combined style celebrates the strengths of each style rather than 
blending them into something less impactful. With that in mind, we craft each service with elements of both 
traditional and contemporary including music, various styles of prayer, and the use of videos.

On the first Sunday of the month, when we celebrate Communion, worship tends to be more traditional with our 
Chancel Choir while still including at least one contemporary element. Second and fourth Sundays are usually led 
by our worship team who loves to include well-known hymns in addition to new and powerful contemporary 
music. The third Sunday of the month is usually led by the St. Andrew’s Strings sharing music from all musical 
genres and partnering with other music groups at St. Andrew’s. Our prayer is that there is something in every 
worship service that inspires you and draws you closer to God.

Checking In
We would love to know who is worshipping with us today. Please check-in, 
whether you’re in person or online, with our SA app.  You can 
also use the QR Code here.

On Facebook or Youtube you can also check in by going to the 
comment section and clicking on the link provided. 



As a courtesy to other worshipers, please silence all electronics during the worship service.

Order of Worship

Gathering	 Battle Belongs

Welcome

Gratitude		 100,00 reasons ( bless the lord oh my soul)

Greet One Another & Worship as a Child		           
	
Scripture Reading	 Phil. 3:20-4:1; 4-7 NRSV

Prayers  		  Ministry Partners:
Hospitatily of Appartments, Rafiki Foundation

The Lord’s Prayer

“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.”

Offering 	 Reckless Love

Sermon							A       nxiety As Opportunity	
							       	
					        							     
Sending Forth   					    Gidding Light

	



Leading in Worship:	 Preaching			             Jeff Smith
			   Liturgist	 		            Elanie Ecklund
			   Worship Leaders                            Vasti Adkins, Jake Adkins, 

                                                                             Byron Williams, Andy Fitzpatrick,
                                                                                            Steve Norris, Al Pagliuso
							     
                                                                                 	
	    		  Media Team     		  Jacks Kelly, Alex Geffers, Greg Ponce
							     
	    		  Prayer Intercessor 	             Debbie Norris	         
Flowers: 		  	           
The flowers today are given with love and thanksgiving and to the glory of God by Patricia 
Gascón Evans in honor of her husband Tim on their second anniversary on September 18th. 

Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.

Ruth 1:16 

Our kids’ programming is called LF 365. The name was inspired from our beloved, intergenerational 
Spring Break retreat called LifeFlight. We are always touched to see friendships take hold between 
elementary, middle and high school students. Senior LifeFlight Camp Directors and youth help lead a 
game, story, skit and small group during worship for kids.  

We will invite kids forward during Worship as a Child, walk to the Sport Court, and bring them back into 
worship for the last hymn. Parents will pick up kids in the first pews of the sanctuary.

What programming is available for children and youth on Sundays?
• Ages 0-5 years: Childcare is provided in the 
Education wing 
• Ages K-12th Grade: LifeFlight 365 on the Sport Court

Kids at St. Andrew’s



Finances

Giving
Gifts to the Operating Budget provide the resources needed to carry out our various ministry 
activities, pay our staff, and maintain our building. In addition, St. Andrew’s takes missions very 
seriously. We “tithe” approximately 10% of our operating budget to support our external ministry 
partners both here in Houston and throughout the world. Such contributions also, either directly or 
indirectly, support the work of our branch ministries, such as the Children’s Place Day School, Building 
Blocks, and the School of Fine Arts (SOFA).

Personal Bank “Bill” Payment option through your personal bank’s online banking website. St. Andrew’s 
prefers for members who give regularly set up a recurring (e.g., weekly, monthly, quarterly) payment. 
This allows us to have a consistent source of funds even during the lean holiday and summer months 
when many of our members are out of town. With such recurring contributions, you may change the 
amount of the payment or cancel it altogether at any time.

ShelbyNext secure, online giving: one-time or recurring payments (use the QR code below).

Checks or cash may be placed in the offering plate, delivered to the church 
office, or mailed to:

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
c/o Maria S. Ibarra, Financial Gifts Admin. Asst.
5308 Buffalo Speedway
Houston, TX 77005

Looking for ways to connect with others?

Consider joining a HomeGroup! We encourage people to join a HomeGroup as a 
way to grow deeper in faith and in relationships within the church.

If you would like more information, please 
contact Amy Smith at amy@sahouston.com.

New HomeGroup for Parents of Young Children!

Jeff and Amy are excited to begin a HomeGroup on Tuesday nights from 6-7pm for parents of elementary 
aged children. This meeting will coincide with Children’s Choir with Ms. Vasti. There will be childcare of-
fered for children younger than Kindergarten. We will be discussing Curtis Chang’s videos from The Anxiety 
Opportunity. We hope you will share this hour with us to grow in faith and friendships. We believe it will be 
so valuable!

			                 09/15/2024      End of August	
Budgeted Contributions	 	 $27,892.15       	$948,333.10
Contributions Received		  $56,105.50	 $910,862.40			 
Difference		                $28,213.35        $(37,470.70)



Calendar of Events

Today		

September 22        Congregational Meeting • Sanctuary • will be voting directly after 	
		           service 

Next Month

October 6:                Kirking of the Tartans 
Kirking of the Tartans: Sunday, October 6 at 10am
We are looking forward to our second Kirking of the Tartans Sunday on October 6. 
We will have Scottish hymns, liturgy and a blessing of the tartans. This is the perfect 
chance to wear plaid to celebrate the special occasion. Please contact Amy Smith at 
amy@sahouston.com if you have Scottish heritage and want to be recognized during 
the service. Jeff will call the names of families to be blessed at the end of the service. 
We will enjoy Scottish shortbread and coffee after the service!

October 5: 9-10am
Come to pray for our church, community and mission partners. Meet in the Welcome 
Area.
Contact Amy Smith with questions.

October 8:                Felicia Song, speaking on her book, Restless Devices

October 20:              Assembling Seafarers Boxes, Rutgers Street Grill

November 12:           Women’s Retreat at Mallett’s house in Lake Conroe

November 12:           Curtis Chang, speaking on his book, The Anxiety Opportunity



Upcoming Events



Congregational Care

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.”
Ephesians 6:18

St. Andrew’s is a praying community. 
Below are ways to ask for prayer or join in prayer for all things. 

Requesting Prayer:
Please complete a prayer request card (available in the pews and at the entrances) and hand to an 
usher during the Gratitude song or place it in the offering plate. We have a dedicated person who 
prays during our worship service for God to be glorified and for the needs people submit on these prayer cards. 
And if you would like to become an intercessor or be added to our longer term public prayer list, please email 
Amy Smith at amy@sahouston.com.

We encourage you to pray for the immediate needs of our congregation:
Pat Bowers, Harry Bristol, Allison Calloway, Cindy Chmielewski, Forrest Clark, Zia Duffy, 
Laurie Fitzpatrick, Jeanne Forristal, Stephen Gelbaugh, Mary Lou Horsley, Jill Kinkel, Natalie Kinkel, Mike Staley

The ACTS Prayer Group is praying for these members this week:
Kellie and Mike Schwartje
Hannelore Schwarze
Callie and Vaughan Scott, Jackson and Sophia
Doris and Bill Sing
Eileen and Scott Singleton

Please let Cynthia Chmielewski (chmielewski1912@gmail.com) know 
any specific requests that you have when it is “your” week!

 GOLDEN MEMBERS:
Bondu Anderson, Carolyn Blakley, Sidair Boeker, Ruth and Walter Bohannon, Pat Bowers, Judy and Harry Bristol,               
Jan and Dan Butterwick, Margaret Caddy, Carolyn Caldwell, Florine Carr, Janet and Ed Christensen, Forrest Clark, 
Nancy Donaldson, Carolyn Draper, Dorothy Falkenberg, Janiece Ferguson, George Ferry, Ann Gaston, 
Maria Geddes, Ann Gentle, John Grubb, Mary Lou Horsley, Mona Johnson, Charlene and Ken Kern, 
Jerry Ann Kilcoyne, Peggy McCall, Dorothy McIntosh, Sue McLeod, Clyde McMeans, Ann and Phil Mgliore, 
Zillah Oden, Dinah Orum, Pat Perry, Nora and Florante Quiocho, Suzanne Reese, Kay Russell, Dee and Joe Savoy, 
Hanna Schwarze, Betty Smith, Barbara and Mike Staley, Jamie Strauss, Ann Wallin, 
Eugenia and Klaus Weissenberger, Georgia and Connie White, Dick Wolf, Patsy Yeager



We are a welcoming community of broken people, 
learning to be loved by Jesus so we can love like Jesus. 

We are a welcoming community of broken people - God knows we are imperfect, flawed, broken people 
with no part of our lives untouched by the consequences of sinful attitudes and actions opposed to 
God’s will for us. We gather together knowing that by ourselves no one is right with God, not even one 
(Romans 3:23). We also know that God created us good and in God’s image, which is ultimately restored 
to wholeness through his Son, and God accepts us as right with God through what Jesus has done for 
us. So we have no basis for pride or pretence, and every reason to be humble and authentic before one 
another, because we are all received and become whole only by God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8, Galatians 
2:20-21).

learning to be loved by Jesus - In following Jesus, we learn to receive continually God’s forgiveness and 
grace through him. We cannot truly live apart from the renewing, identity changing power of his Spirit 
filling us to overflowing (John 4:14, 7:37-38). Apart from Jesus we can do nothing (John 15:5). All those 
practices that put us in a place to be renewed in our relationship with God as God’s adopted, beloved 
children, to receive God’s love directly and through others in community remind us of who we truly are. 
Being God’s people comes before doing God’s work. We cannot give or live out what we are not 
regularly receiving.

so that we can love like Jesus. - This is the mark of being followers or disciples of Jesus, that we love with 
the same tenderness, compassion, “toughness” and intensity with which Jesus loved his disciples and 
the world (John 15:12-13). We give our lives away to love, serve, and restore people and systems in the 
world to God. We extend the reach of God’s just and gracious rule in the lives of people as we notice 
and join in what the Spirit is doing to make “your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven” (Matthew 6:10).

Who We Are

Opportunities to Serve at St. Andrew’s
A great way to get involved at St. Andrew’s is to join a ministry team. The following page has a list of 
elders and the ministry teams they lead. You can email the elder using the address listed under each 
ministry to find ways you can get involved. Here are a few ideas:

	 • Worship team is always looking for ushers to serve on Sundays or for special services 
	     during the week.
	 • Missions oversees the ministry partners we support and organizes our annual 
	     Navidad Market.
	 • Outreach hosts our First Fridays, Coffee House Live and other opportunities to reach out to 	
	     our community.
	 • Church Life hosts Rutgers Street Grill, Easter Brunch and other events to care for our 		
	     congregation.
	 • Spiritual Formation oversees Adult Discipleships, Small Groups and Retreats.
	 • Family Ministries provide a loving space for kids to learn about God. From reading to 
	     toddlers in the nursery to chaperoning youth weekly activities or retreats, we have many    	
	     opportunities for you to impact young lives. 	
	 • Educational Outreaches volunteer in SOFA, Building Blocks or Children’s Place.



Elder Nominations

Mary Bradley

Mary and her husband, Frank, have been members of St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church for over 20 years. Mary is a lifelong Presbyterian. 
When Mary and Frank moved to West University, they wanted to find a 
church home that would be a good fit for their young family. They were 
looking for a church with a strong sense of community. I was drawn to 
St. Andrew’s because the congregation was so welcoming. I enjoyed how 
the sermons challenged and encouraged you to deepen your relationship 
with Christ. I was able to get involved in the church community right away 
by teaching Sunday school, joining various ministries, and participating in 
spiritual growth groups. Our two daughters were baptized and grew up in the 
supportive community that defines St. Andrew’s. Bethany, a current senior at 
the University of Richmond, and Avery, currently participating in a two-year 
fellowship at the National Institutes of Health, have fond memories of 
participating in the church choir, various youth programs and the Christmas 
pageant (their favorite!). As an empty nester, I look forward to serving the 
St. Andrew’s community which has been so important to our family. I am 
honored that I have been asked to serve as an elder.

Bill Hargrove

Bill Hargrove was a member of First Presbyterian, Houston, from the late 
1970’s until February of 2015. A so-called “cradle Presbyterian,” he grew 
up in the Second Presbyterian Church and began attending First following 
his return to Houston after marriage and graduation from Trinity Universi-
ty. After FPC’s withdrawal from the PC(USA), Bill began looking for a new 
congregation in order to stay in the denomination and joined St. Andrew’s 
in February of 2015. He has been active as a teacher for many years and 
continues in that role at St. Andrew’s. Ordained a Ruling Elder in the early 
90s, he has served on session three times at First and has served the larger 
church as a member of Presbytery’s committees on Preparation for Ministry 
and on Examinations. He has also served the denomination as a reader of 
ordination exams and most recently as a commissioner to the 226’ General 
Assembly. Bill has been married to Lynn Hargrove for 47 years (and count-
ing!). They have a daughter, Lindsey, son, Sam, and two granddaughters.



Elder Nominations

Rennae Henry

Rennae Henry has attended St. Andrew’s since 2004 and over the years 
has been involved in bible studies, small groups, church committees and 
as a volunteer. She is a mom of two college students, Calvin and Claire, 
as well as two dogs. Rennae started her professional life as a corporate lawyer, 
practicing for 15 years, but has transitioned to nonprofit management. 
Through St. Andrew’s, Rennae became a supporter of Bethlehem Ministry 
and its programs in Haiti, and now serves as Bethlehem Ministry’s Executive 
Director. Rennae enjoys reading, traveling and spending time with her family.

Julie Fitzgerald

Julie Fitzgerald first joined St. Andrew’s because as she worked 
in the nursery and Mother’s Day Out program, she was 
intrigued by what she saw in the St. Andrew’s members and 
wanted more of that feeling in her own life. The Mother’s of 
Small Children Group, and in particular, its leader Ann Wallin, 
helped me see who I was, who I am, as a child of God. All these 
years later, here I am, learning and growing through the highs 
and lows of life. I pray that God can use me in the role of elder 
in this season of life.

Andy Fitzpatrick

Andy Fitzpatrick is our own version of Jack 
Black in “School of Rock”. Biology teacher at 
Yes Prep by day and rocks a guitar on the 
weekends in the St Andrew’s Contemporary 
Band. Andy was born into our St Andrew’s 
family as Robert and Laurie Fitzpatrick’s son.  
Andy and his wife Erin (also a long-time 
member and volunteer) have two terrific 
children, Jonathan and Olivia. Andy is honored 
to be asked to follow in his mom and dad’s 
footsteps as an elder and is looking forward to 
serving.



Elder Nominations

 Mark Reid

My wife, Cara and I were married here at St. Andrews in 1992. She has 
been a member all her life and I only caught up when we met in 1990. I’ve 
been trying to keep up ever since. We love our church and most impor-
tantly, our church family. We’ve been through so much here starting with 
the young professionals’ bible study to now with a more “experienced” 
Home Group meeting on Wednesday’s. Did I mention our 3 children are 
members and the twins lead the present-day young professionals’ group? 
And, how can it remain unsaid that Ann Wallin is the matriarch of our 
family, a member since 1959. Her spirit, enthusiasm, and love is such an 
example for all of us. God has really taken care of me through this church 
and my family. I can’t count the blessings received by sticking with it 
long-term, the joy of both giving and receiving grace, and the privilege of 
contributing where possible. I look forward to serving as your elder and to 
being here for you and all the church family.

Alex Sardual

Alex joined St. Andrew’s in 2008. He started singing with the choir shortly 
thereafter and continues to be blessed by that faithful community. When he 
is not working as a nurse administrator at a local children’s hospital, he enjoys 
traveling with his wife Joanna, son Josh, and daughter Sasha. Alex feels honored 
to serve as an Elder for the second time.

Congregational Nominating Committee

Carrie King
Beverly Brownfield
Florine Carr
William Orme
Joyce Ramsey-Coleman
Cara Reid
Winston Reid



Trustee Nominations

Sara Brinkmann
I started attending St. Andrew’s in 2006 while in law school.  I was looking 
for a church home, and a mentor and mutual friend told me he thought 
I would really appreciate and connect with Jeff, who had started serving 
as the Head Pastor a few years before then.  Our mutual friend was right.  
Over the years, I have been involved in many Bible studies, small groups, 
and Sunday school classes, served as a Stephen’s Minister and on the SOFA 
board, and participated in mission efforts, including a short-term mission 
trip to assist with One Another Missions founded by Ted and Gracie Quio-
cho.  My husband, John, and I got married at St. Andrew’s in 2013, and we 
have three children, Joshua (10), Samantha (8), and Michael (6), who were 
baptized here.  They have attended Godly Play and LifeFlight 365 and have 
been students at The Children’s Place, Building Blocks, and SOFA.  We are 
grateful that our church family points us to Jesus and His great love, sac-
rifice, mercy, and grace, which we need desperately.  I had the privilege of 
serving as an Elder several years ago, and it is an honor to be asked to serve 
as as a trustee.

Karen Gerstner

My husband, Jim, and I joined St. Andrews when I was pregnant with our 
first child, Laura. Laura was born in 1985, so that was a long time ago. All 
three of our daughters, Laura, Allison (Allie) and Elizabeth (Libby), attended 
St. Andrews Day School, Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. During 
the time l have been a member of St. Andrews, I have taught Sunday 
School to kids of various ages, served two terms as an Elder, participated 
in worship, attended various Sunday School classes, and participated in 
two short-term mission trips, one to McAllen-Reynosa with the Middle 
School kids and one to Costa Rica to assist with One Another Missions 
founded by Ted and Gracie Quiocho. In the past year or so l have been 
participating in a home group. The staff of St. Andrews, led by our good 
shepherd, Jeff Smith, does a great job of keeping things going and keeping 
us on the right path. And the members of the congregation are always 
welcoming, warm and supportive. I am grateful to have the opportunity to 
serve St. Andrews again as Trustee.



Leaders in our Church

SESSION LEADERSHIP 2024 
 

January 1, 2024 
 

MINISTRY  Active Elders Team Lead  

WORSHIP 
worship@sahouston.com 

 
Ginny Martin 
Carrie King 

 

Carrie King 

FACILITIES 
facilities@sahouston.com 

James Lambuth 
Ron Stern 

Winston Reid 
James Lambuth 

 
RESOURCES 

resources@sahouston.com 
 

Natasha Erskine 
David Lucke Mark Mallett 

MISSIONS 
missions@sahouston.com 

Bryan Gowen 
Mark Wendt Mark Wendt 

OUTREACH 
outreach@sahouston.com 

 

Beverly Brownfield 
Kristy Juzswik Kristy Juzswik 

CHURCH LIFE 
churchfamily@sahouston.co

m 

John Bremer 
MaryAnn McGlamery John Bremer 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
spiritualformation@sahouston 

Elaine Ecklund 
William Orme William Orme 

FAMILY MINISTRIES 
youth@sahouston.com  

children@sahouston.com 

Katy Butterwick 
Sarah Cleary 
Tami Mallett 

Brandon Walker 

Katy Butterwick 

 

CONGREGATIONAL 
NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE 

nominating@sahouston.com 

Beverly Brownfield 
Carrie King Carrie King 

 
Clerk – Aletha Evert, session@sahouston.com Assistant Clerk – Katy Butterwick 
Treasurer – Mark Mallett Assistant Treasurer – David Lucke 
               
TRUSTEES --  [2022] John Fitzgerald, Jan Kelly [2023] Florine Carr, Brian Duffy  
 [2024] Rick Bott, Joyce Ramsey-Coleman 



Clergy and Staff

Contact Us

Fund the altar flowers
Ashleigh Ordeneaux

Ashleigh@sahouston.com

Join the church
Amy Smith

amy@sahouston.com

Plan a Wedding
Kelly Lewis

kelly@sahouston.com

Make a donation • sahouston.com/giving
Planned giving • Maria S. Ibarra, maria@sahouston.com

Add a name to the prayer list • Amy Smith, amy@sahouston.com
Notify us of a death or illness • Amy Smith, amy@sahouston.com

Request a bulletin announcement • Ashleigh Ordeneaux, ashleigh@sahouston.com
Request an announcement for the weekly email • info@sahouston.com 

Update contact information in our database • Maria S. Ibarra, maria@sahouston.com

Announce a birth or adoption
Prepare for Baptism

Kelly Lewis
kelly@sahouston.com

Jeff Smith, Executive Pastor			   jeff@sahouston.com
Jim Gill, Parish Associate		  jim@sahouston.com

Amy Smith, Director of Family Ministries	 amy@sahouston.com

Mandy Kung, Director of Music		  mandy@sahouston.com
Byron Williams, Assistant Director of Music	 	 byron@sahouston.com
Vasti Adkins, Children’s Choir Director	 vasti@sahouston.com

Kelly Lewis, Director of Ministries	 kelly@sahouston.com 
Mandy Kung, Director of SOFA (School of Fine Arts)		 SOFA@sahouston.com
Claire Mello, Director of Children’s Place		  claire@sahouston.com
Rachel Gowen, Director of Building Blocks		 rachel@sahouston.com
Ashleigh Ordeneaux, Communications Coordinator	 ashleigh@sahouston.com

June DeBourgh-Scott, Campus Director		          			         june@sahouston.com
Jacks Kelly, Director of IT		 jacks@sahouston.com
Juan Bravo, Facilities and Maintenance		  juan@sahouston.com
Tad Valdez, Director of Safety 						                   tad@sahouston.com

Maria S. Ibarra, Financial Gifts Admin Assistant		  maria@sahouston.com
Beth Gowen, Financial Secretary		  beth@sahouston.com



ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN

5308 Buffalo Speedway • Houston, TX 77005 • www.sahouston.com

CHECK US OUT ONLINE!

Follow us on Instagram
@standrewspres 


